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Dr. med. Charles-Henry Rochat

Specialist in operative urology, expert in robotic surgery (prostate and kidney
cancer, reconstructive surgery).

Member of the European Board of Urology

Consultant in obstetric fistula repair surgery in various African countries.

Languages

FR,EN,DE

Competences

Dr. Charles-Henry Rochat obtained his medical degree from the University of Geneva
in 1982, was awarded the title FMH (Federatio Medicorum Helveticorum, Swiss Medical
Association) specialist in Urology in 1987, became a member of the European Board of
Urology in 1992 and obtained his degree in Advanced training in Surgical Urology in
2002. He divides his time between Advanced Medicine and Humanitarian Medicine.

From March 1999, he became one of the pioneers in laparoscopic surgery, practising
the first laparoscopic radical prostatectomies in Switzerland. He established the
Multidisciplinary Centre for Robot-Assisted Laparoscopic Surgery (da Vinci), which
opened in 2003 at the Clinique Générale-Beaulieu (Geneva). In 2013, he co-founded
and directed the Swiss International Prostate Center (SIPC).

His experience in robotics, in general, and particularly in robot-assisted prostatectomy
is widely acknowledged. He is the author of studies, articles and book chapters in this
field. In particular, the Clinique Générale-Beaulieu has been under his leadership since
2015; it is, in fact, the one of the few institutions in Switzerland to be accredited “Host
Center” by the European Association of Urology (EAU) for training in robot-assisted
radical prostatectomy using the da Vinci® robot.

In parallel, he was a Consultant in charge of Urologic Surgery at the Hôpital de la
Chaux-de-Fonds (1989-2013) and a Consultant in the Department of Urology at the
Hôpitaux Universitaires de Genève, HUG (Geneva University Hospitals) 1989 - 2006.

Passionate about oncological and reconstructive surgery, his commitment to
humanitarian medicine in 1983 led him to participate in numerous wartime missions as
a surgeon. In 1993, in order to pursue a more sustainable activity which would be
focused on teaching, he developed treatment, training and prevention programmes in
the field of obstetric fistula in the Republic of Benin. These programmes are now
internationally recognised. Since 1996, he has been the Consultant in charge of
obstetric fistula surgery at the Tanguiéta Hospital in Northern Benin.

Among his academic and scientific activities, Dr Rochat was an Associate Professor of
Urology from 2008 to 2017 at the Faculty of Health Sciences in Cotonou (Benin).
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He is visiting associate professor in the Department of Obstetrics, Gynecology and
Maternal Health at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University, New
York City, and co-director of the executive committee of the Geneva Foundation for
Medical Education and Research (GFMER).

He was a member of the board of the robotics section of the European Association of
Urology (ERUS-EAU) from 2010 to 2021.

He holds the Commander’s Cross of the Order “Pro Merito Melitensi”, awarded by the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta, and was further honoured with the title: Officer of
the National Order of Benin.

Dr. Rochat is a member of numerous scientific societies and regularly serves as an
expert for international scientific congresses.

Media

Radio Cité, 08.12.2022

Dr CH Rochat was Viviane de Witt's guest on the programme LA BOUTEILLE À
MOITIÉ PLEINE.

Michael A. Mc Kay, 22.11.2022

Dr CH Rochat spoke to Michael A. Mc Kay on the occasion of Movember, about men's
health and obstetric fistula.

Fifth edition of Philanthropy Network Magazine: "Philanthropy in a world in crisis",
07.11.2022

Evening organised by Agefi and Genolier Foundation to mark the launch of the
Philanthropy Network Magazine at the Cercle de la terrasse in Geneva, hosted by
Raymond Loretan and Frédéric Lelièvre. With the participation of Giedre Lideikyte
Huber and Marta Pittavino from the University of Geneva, as well as René Lehmann
from Mercy Ships (Switzerland), Keyvan Ghavami from Credit Suisse, Vera Michalski
and Dr Charles-Henry Rochat.

Tanguieta Scientific Days, 26.10.2022

Dr CH Rochat spoke as an expert on the subject of "Technique of vaginal surgery:
experience of obstetric fistulas" at the first edition of the Tanguiéta Scientific Days.

Temps Présent, 05.05.2021

Interviewed on the RTS programme Temps Présent (Radio Télévision Suisse / Bataille
des antennes, la guerre n'est pas finie, broadcast on 1 April 2021), Prof. Charles-Henry
Rochat describes 5G as an opportunity for remote medicine, where the surgeon would
remain close to the patient.

In his view, the surgery of the future will remain contact surgery.

Prof. Rochat sees the usefulness of 5G (particularly the speed of image transmission,
with no latency) as a real lever, mainly for learning or remote guidance.

Dr Charles-Henry Rochat talks to Eden Benin. 12.04.2022

Dr Charles-Henry Rochat and his team undertook an operation in Tanguiéta, northern
Benin, on 7 April 2021. Speaking to Eden Benin, he explains what is at stake in these
missions.

Obstetric fistula is a little-known and taboo disease that often affects very young
women who are destroyed after a difficult birth.

https://radiocite.ch/category/la-bouteille-a-moitie-pleine/
https://fistula-group.ch/movember-le-mois-ou-les-hommes-se-laissent-pousser-la-moustache/%C2%A0
https://agefi.com/actualites/communiques-dentreprises/soiree-la-philanthropie-dans-un-monde-en-crise
https://agefi.com/actualites/communiques-dentreprises/soiree-la-philanthropie-dans-un-monde-en-crise
https://fistula-group.ch/premiere-edition-des-journees-scientifiques-de-tanguieta/
https://fistula-group.ch/interview-du-prof-rochat-dans-temps-present/
https://fistula-group.ch/le-dr-charles-henry-rochat-au-micro-deden-benin/
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In Tanguiéta, many women are waiting for them, as well as doctors who will be
learning this surgery and other training doctors from the sub-region. The campaign,
which will last around ten days, will involve intense operations, with 3 teams working
simultaneously. Given the limited number of beds, however, the number of operations
will not exceed 50.

The care provided is comprehensive, including therapeutic care and training, but also,
thanks to the collaboration with the Claudine Talon Foundation, awareness-raising,
prevention and the reintegration of patients.

"We need to look after rural areas. That's where the poorest people live, with no
money, no education and no access to caesarean sections", insists Dr Rochat. What
these medical teams are doing is repairing the damage caused by a lack of access to
Caesarean sections.

During Dr Charles-Henry Rochat's 2021 surgical mission to Benin, 27.04.2021

Video report on the Cotonou conference on 8 April 2021

Paris Match, 25.01.2021

Heidi News, 12.10.2020

Tribune de Genève, 08.10.2020

Handouts Presentations

Symposia, webinars and workshops

 

Congrès AFU, Paris, 22.11.2023

Obstetric fistulas: the Tanguiéta model

C.-H. Rochat

 

Congrès FIGO, Paris, 12.10.2023

30 years of experience in Benin : how to scale up  

C.-H. Rochat

 

Moderation at Humans at the Cutting Edge of Robotic Surgery 2023, 08.10.2023

International Innovation Awards 2023 Ghent, Belgium

C.-H. Rochat

 

Webinar Falsulf (Fédération des associations et des sociétés d’urologie de langue
française), 01.09.2023

Europe/French-speaking Africa collaboration on obstetric fistula: 30 years of
experience

C.-H. Rochat

 

https://fistula-group.ch/reportage-video-sur-la-conference-de-cotonou-le-8-avril-2021/
https://paris-match.ch/un-medecin-curieux-de-lhumain/
https://www.heidi.news/sante/charles-henry-rochat-25-annees-a-combattre-la-fistule-obstetricale
https://www.tdg.ch/rescape-du-covid-un-medecin-honore-694294647149
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Surgical workshop on obstetric fistula repair and urethral stenosis in Tanguiéta, North
Benin, 3 – 15.04. 2023

C.-H. Rochat

 

Improving Practice in ObGyn Annual Symposium, 11.11.2022

Dr Charles Henry Rochat will be taking part in the annual symposium organised by
NYU Long Island School of Medicine on Friday 11 November 2022, from 8am to
2.45pm EDT (1pm to 7.45pm in Geneva).

He will speak at 10:15 (15h15 UTC+1) on the theme:

Obstetric Fistula in Developing Countries: What Did I Learn in 25 Years of Practice?

https://fistula-group.ch/improving-practice-in-obgyn-annual-symposium/

Discover the presentation: www.grosfichiers.com/Px7NP9s2Wmd

 

Annual Meeting of the Swiss Urological Society, 29.09.21 to 01.10.21 in Interlaken

Participation of Dr Charles-Henry Rochat in

Evolving indications and results of robot-assisted radical prostatectomy over 15
years in a personal cohort of 1054 patients

Evolving indications and results of robot-assisted radical prostatectomy over 15
years in a personal cohort of 1054 patients between 2005 and 2019.

3D Magnetic resonance imaging-based printed models of prostate before and after
focal therapy
M Martins, C Rochat, S Martinière, DB Georges Antoine, G Mayor, G Wirth,
S Regusci | Geneve, Lausanne, CH

Evolution of operative indications and results of robot-assisted radical prostatectomy
over 15 years: study of a personal cohort of 1054 patients between 2005 and 2019
C Rochat, G de Boccard, S Regusci, M Martins Favre, R Schaffar, G Wirth | Geneva, CH

Contribution of 3d Visible Patient reconstruction imported into the da Vinci console
for a posterior tumour in a horseshoe kidney
C Rochat, I Inan, G Genin, G Wirth | Geneva, CH

 

HUMANITARIAN MEDICINE, 08.04.2021 at the Faculty of Health Sciences, Cotonou,
Benin.

From Geneva to Tanguiéta, a urologist's journey in the service of women's health.

 

UROLOGY, 18.03.2021, online seminar organised by the SIPC.

Prostate cancer

From diagnosis to treatment with specialised care

Speech by Dr Charles-Henry Rochat

Radical prostatectomy: still the gold standard?

 

MEDECINE HUMANITAIRE, 07.03.2020, Palladium, Geneva.

International Women's Rights Day

 

https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffistula-group.ch%2Fimproving-practice-in-obgyn-annual-symposium%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmmachwirth%40beaulieu.ch%7Ccca7ba8c2016456e9e6208dae195bdac%7C0d4762c26c5f4e87932880e473ed78e1%7C0%7C0%7C638070330507123228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hEvWkFHePJKCGf1ugRo90e2LDbO8ivCJOYjktd1S%2FVQ%3D&reserved=0
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grosfichiers.com%2FPx7NP9s2Wmd&data=05%7C01%7Cmmachwirth%40beaulieu.ch%7Ccca7ba8c2016456e9e6208dae195bdac%7C0d4762c26c5f4e87932880e473ed78e1%7C0%7C0%7C638070330507123228%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7zuwG8fzTiI0WgDsDzk%2F6izzhs7ee%2BOSGrH5ga7Zsjg%3D&reserved=0
https://pub.swissmedical.net/site/assets/files/393535/diapos_ssu_interlaken_21.pdf
https://pub.swissmedical.net/site/assets/files/393535/diapos_ssu_interlaken_21.pdf
https://pub.swissmedical.net/site/assets/files/393536/ssu_poster_chr-gw_final.pdf
https://pub.swissmedical.net/site/assets/files/393536/ssu_poster_chr-gw_final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XgbIQR47EqUWjLvHA2KqrBJoqN10aHvN/view
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HUMANITARIAN MEDICINE, 18.09.2019 at the Geneva Golf Club.

"From humanitarian action to robotics, today's surgical journey"

 

Awards

Dr Rochat has been awarded the title of "Alumnus of the Year 2020" by the University
of Geneva, for his fight against obstetric fistulas.

He has also been awarded :

- the Commander's Cross of the Order "Pro Merito Melitensi", awarded by the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta

- Officer of the National Order of Benin.

Publications
UROLOGY

2023
Text book chapter
C.-H. Rochat : Robot-assisted Prostatectomy Anterior Approach
Robotic Urology
Hubert John and Peter Wiklund Editors. Springer, in press
G. de Boccard : Robotic Assisted Vasectomy Reversal and Varicocelectomy
Robotic Urology
Hubert John and Peter Wiklund Editors. Springer, in press

Articles 
Assessing the Impact of Positive Surgical Margins on Mortality in Patients who
Underwent Robotic Radical Prostatectomy : 20 years report from the EAU Robotic
Urology Section Scientific Working Group
EUO 769 published in European Urology Oncology
Authors :  F. Pellegrino, Co author : C.-H. Rochat
 
Poster Erus Congress, Florence, September 2023
1st prize
Prostate cancer specific and all-cause mortality after robot-assisted radical
prostatectomy : 20 years report from the EAU Robotic Urology Section (ERUS)
Scientific Working Group
Authors :  F. Pellegrino, Co author : C.-H. Rochat
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2020
The diagnostic accuracy of multiparametric MRI for detection and localization of
prostate cancer depends on the affected region, 2020
Authors : Martina Martins, Stefano Regusci, Stephane Rohner, Ildiko Szalay-Quinodoz,
Georges-Antoine De Boccard, Louise Strom, Gerjon Hannink, Sonia Ramos-Pascual,
Charles Henry Rochat.
Best Practices in Robotic-assisted Repair of Vesicovaginal Fistula: A Consensus Report
from the European Association of Urology Robotic Urology Section Scientific Working
Group for Reconstructive Urology, 2020
Authors : Marco Randazzo 1 , Linda Lengauer 1 , Charles-Henry Rochat 2 , Achilles
Ploumidis 3 , Darko Kröpfl 4 , Jens Rassweiler 5 , Nicolo Maria Buffi 6 , Peter Wiklund 7 ,
Alexandre Mottrie 8 , Hubert John 9.
2019
Risk of biochemical recurrence based on extent and location of positive surgical margins
after robot-assisted laparoscopic radical prostatectomy, Correction February 2019
Authors : Gautier Marcq, Aude Michelet, Gerjon Hannink, Jerome Rizk, Jean Sauvain,
Arnauld Villers, Mo Saffarini & Charles-Henry Rochat.
2018
Radical Prostatectomy: Anterior Approach, 03.2018
Author : Charles-Henry Rochat
2016
Robotic and Open Radical Prostatectomy: The First Prospective Randomised Controlled
Trial Fuels Debate Rather than Closing the Question, 10.2016
Authors : Nicola Fossati, Peter Wiklund, Charles Henry Rochat, Francesco Montorsi,
Prokar Dasgupta, Rafael Sanchez-Salas, Abdullah E. Canda, Thierry Piechaud, Walter
Artibani, Alexandre Mottrie
2013
The European Association of Urology Robotic Urology Section (ERUS) survey of robot-
assisted radical prostatectomy (RARP), 04.2013
Authors : Vincenzo Ficarra, Peter N. Wiklund, Charles Henry Rochat, Prokar Dasgupta,
Benjamin J. Challacombe, Prasanna Sooriakumaran, Stefan Siemer, Nazareno Suardi,
Giacomo Novara, Alexandre Mottrie ... See fewer authors
A global perspective on simulation-based training for robot-assisted surgery: is there a
consensus? 04. 2013
Authors : Ahmed Aboumohamed , Sayed Johar Raza , Kamran Ahmed , Yi Shi , Gregory
Wilding , Ibrahim Alorafi , Thenkurussi Kesavadas , Ashirwad Chowriappa , James
Peabody , Charles-Henry Rochat , and Khurshid Guru.
Radical Prostatectomy: Anterior Approach (in Robotic Urology), 02.2013
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-642-33215-9_20
Author : Charles-Henry Rochat
2012
Surgical Steps, 2012
Authors : Thomas E. Ahlering, Randy Fagin, Rolf Gillitzer, Mani Menon, Alexander Mottrie,
Vipul R. Patel, Bernardo Rocco, Charles-Henry Rochat, Alok Shrivastava, Stefan Siemer,
Michael Stöckle, Gerald Tan, Ashutosh K. Tewari, Joachim W. Thüroff, Christian Wagner,
and Vahudin Zugor
2011
Mid-term biochemical recurrence-free outcomes following robotic versus laparoscopic
radical prostatectomy, 04.2011
Authors : Charles-Henry Rochat, Jean Sauvain, Pierre Dubernard, April E. Hebert & Usha
Kreaden.
The Retrograde Extraperitoneal Approach: Robotic Retrograde Extraperitoneal
Laparoscopic Prostatectomy (RRELP),02.2011
Authors : Charles-Henry Rochat, Pierre Dubernard
Databases and Data Management for Robotic Surgery (in Robotics in Genitourinary
Surgery), 02.2011
Authors : Charles-Henry Rochat, Usha Seshadri-Kreaden
2008
Robotic Radical Prostatectomy: Transperitoneal Access, 2008
Authors : C.-H. Rochat, J. Sauvain
2007
The French Experience: The St. Augustin Transition from the Laparoscopic to the
Robotic Approach (in Robotic Urologic Surgery), 2007
Authors : Thierry Piechaud, A. Pansadoro, Charles-Henry Rochat
2006
Robotic Assisted Radical Prostatectomy (DaVinci®): Transperitoneal Access, 2006
Author : C.-H. Rochat

https://bjui-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/bco2.62
https://bjui-journals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/bco2.62
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32653322/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32653322/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32653322/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12885-019-5296-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12885-019-5296-y
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-65864-3_25
https://moh-it.pure.elsevier.com/en/publications/robotic-and-open-radical-prostatectomy-the-first-prospective-rand
https://moh-it.pure.elsevier.com/en/publications/robotic-and-open-radical-prostatectomy-the-first-prospective-rand
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/bju.12100
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/bju.12100
https://www.auajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1016/j.juro.2013.02.3092
https://www.auajournals.org/doi/abs/10.1016/j.juro.2013.02.3092
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-642-33215-9_20
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-540-88408-8_4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11701-011-0266-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11701-011-0266-7
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-84882-114-9_27
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-84882-114-9_27
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-84882-114-9_17
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-84882-114-9_17
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-540-74140-4_4
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/978-1-84628-704-6.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/978-1-84628-704-6.pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.580.2583&rep=rep1&type=pdf
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Since 2017, as part of humanitarian medicine:

The experience of women suffering from urinary incontinence at the Centre Hospitalier
Universitaire de Yaoundé (CHUY), 04.2020
Authors : Pierre-Marie Tebeu, Jesse Saint Saba Antaon, Sandra Edzigui Ndzana, Yvette
Nkene Mawamba, Charles Henry Rochat
Psychosocial and economic reintegration needs of vesico-vaginal fistula patients in
Cameroon, 03.2020
Authors : Pierre Marie Tebeu, Jean Pierre Kamga Olen, Estelle Carine Ngoula Zeck, Jesse
Saint Saba Antaon, Charlemagne Simplice Moukouta, Charles Henry Rochat.
Prognostic factors and long-term outcomes of obstetric fistula care using the Tanguiéta
model, 11.2019
Authors : Anne-Caroline Benski, Martine Delavy, Charles-Henry Rochat, Manuela Viviano,
Rosa Catarino, Valérie Elsig, Abdoulaye Doulougou, Patrick Petignat, Pierre Vassilakos
Epidemiological Aspects of Obstetric Fistula at the Northern Cameroon Lutheran
Hospital, Ngaoundéré, 01.2020
Authors : Tebeu, Pierre Marie and Obinchemti, Thomas Egbe and Hamadjoda,
Saquinatou and Antaon, Jesse and Sillong, Franklin Danki and Rochat, Charles-Henry,
Knowledge, attitudes and practices of health professionals in the health districts of
koung-khi and mifi in west-cameroon with regard to obstetric fistula, 2019
Authors : Tebeu Pierre Marie, Ngameni Herve, Nebardoum Derguedbé, Tseunwo T.
Claudine T. T. Claudine, Fetse Tama T. Gérard, Rochat Charles-Henry
Tebeu's Pronostic Classification of Obstetric Fistula According to Anatomopathologic
Variables from the University Teaching Hospital, Yaounde Cameroon, 08.2017
Authors : Pierre Marie Tebeu1*, Georges Didier Ngassa Meutchi2, Claude Cyrille Noa
Ndoua3, Yvette Nkene Mawamba4, Gregory Halle Ekane5 and Charles Henry Rochat

Accreditation

Clinique Générale-Beaulieu

Specialties

Urology

Prostate cancer

Da Vinci

Contact

Centre d'Urologie Générale-Beaulieu
Chemin Beau-Soleil 12
1206 Genève

T +41 22 347 47 15
cugb@hin.ch
https://www.swissmedical.net/fr/hopitaux/generale-beaulieu/centres/urologie

Download vCard

Medikal.ch

Book an appointment

https://www.fistulagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/c512680fdf001692cbf570c147c2baa1-200920_210224_141142.pdf
https://www.fistulagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/c512680fdf001692cbf570c147c2baa1-200920_210224_141142.pdf
https://www.clinical-medicine.panafrican-med-journal.com/content/article/2/138/full/
https://www.clinical-medicine.panafrican-med-journal.com/content/article/2/138/full/
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ijgo.13071
https://obgyn.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ijgo.13071
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3506129
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3506129
http://www.hsd-fmsb.org/index.php/hsd/article/view/967
http://www.hsd-fmsb.org/index.php/hsd/article/view/967
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Gregory-Halle-Ekane-2/publication/327731513_Tebeu
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Gregory-Halle-Ekane-2/publication/327731513_Tebeu
https://www.swissmedical.net/fr/hopitaux/generale-beaulieu
https://www.swissmedical.net/en/urology
https://www.swissmedical.net/en/urology/prostate-cancer
https://www.swissmedical.net/en/robots/da-vinci
mailto:cugb@hin.ch
https://www.swissmedical.net/fr/hopitaux/generale-beaulieu/centres/urologie
https://www.swissmedical.net/en/doctors-directory/rochat-charles-henry/vcard
https://www.centre-urologie-beaulieu.ch/contact/

